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THE 


PREFACE 


% - Eformation of Manierr" is 4: 
Work ſo Honourable, . and at 
This Time ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary,thar like the Re form of our Money, 
z. Can- be no longer delayed. | 
"The Ways by which the preſent Tor- 
rent of Vice bas been let in upon tbe 
Nation, and by which it maintains the © 
Tyranny it bas aſurpd on the Lives 0 
the Inbabitants, are too plain to be bid. 
1 he following Sheets aim at the Work, 
by leading to the moſt dire means, Viz. 
Reformation by Example. Laws are, in 
Terrorem FP —_—— , and Magt 


ft rates 


___ I Tres 


EE. EEE 


ftrates Compel and put a Force upon 


Mens Minds ; but Kxample is Fer- 
fuafive and Gentle ,—-and draws by a 
Secret, Inviſible, and almofi-Inuoluntary 


Power. 2p 
If there can be any Remedies propo- 


-_ 


that kuow them waild, do well to bring 


them forth. In the mean time the” Ap- 


fed more proper to bring it to 2s they. 


thor thinks Conſcience in the Minds "bf 


Men Impartialy. Conjulied, will giv "a 
Probatum . zo, the  folowing Propo- 
ſat ; and to that Judgment be refers all 


#boſe who Objed againſt it. | 
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THE 


Poor Mans P'L E A” 


T'O 


Al che P mvolamditianr, Declarations, Aﬀs 
of Parliament, &c. which have been, 
or ſhall be made, or publiſh'd, for a 
Reformation of Manners, and ſup- 
_prefh ng Immorality 1 in the Nation. - 


N ſearching "al a proper Cure of an. Epide- 

J mick Diftemper., Phyſicians. tell us tis 
firſt 'neceſſary to know the Cauſe of that 
Diſtemper, from what Part of the Body, and 
from what ill Habit it proceeds; and _ the 
Cauſe is diſcover'd, it is to be removed, that the 
Effe& may ceaſe of it ſelf; but if removing the 
Cauſe will not work the Cure, then indeed they 


_ proceedto apply proper Remedies to the Diſcaſe 
ic ſelf, and the particular parc afflicted. . 


immorality is without doubt the preſenc 
reigning —_— -of the Nation : And the 
King 


. CJ 


King and Parliament , who are the proper 
Phyſicians, ſeem nobly inclind to undertake 
the Cure. *Tis a Great Work, well worthy their 
utmoſt Pains : The Honour of i ir, were It once 
perfeted,, would add more Trophies | to the 
Crown, than all the Victories of this Blopdy War, 
or the Glories of this Honourable Peace. 


But as a Perſon under the Violence of a Diſ- 


eaſe ſends in vain for a Phylician, unleſs he re- 
folves to-\make ule 'of his Preſcription; {@ in 
vain does the King attempt to reform a Nation, 
unleſs they are willing ro reform themſelves, 
- and to ſubmit to his Preſcriptions: 

- Wickednefs is an Ancient tihabitant-in this 
Conntry; and *cis veryhard/tor- give its Original. 

| But however: difhculc that may be, 'tis eaſy 
to: look 'back ro a Time, when we were not lo 
generally infeRed' with Vice as we are now; 
and *crvilll ſeem ſufficient to enquire into the 
Caufes of our preſent Defetion. 
*  TheProteſtant Religion-ſeems to have an un- 
queſtion'd Title to the fiiſt introducing a ſtrict 
Morality among us ;- and 'tis'bur juſt :o give the 
Honour'of it where *cis ſo eminently due. ':Re- 
formation of Manners has ſomething of a Natu- 
ral Conſequence in it from Reformation in Reli- 
gion : For ſince the Principles of the Proteliant 
Religion diſown the Indulgencics of the _ 


ontiff, 
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TS 
Pontiff, by which a Thouſand Siris are, "a5 Veniat 
Crimes, bought off, and the Prieſt, to ſave God 
Almighty the trouble,” can blot them out of the Ac- 
count before it comes to his hand ; common 
Vices loſt their Charter, and'mien could nor fin 
at lo cheap a Rate as before. The Proteſtant Re- 

igion has in ic ſelf a natural tendency*to Virtue, 
as a ſtanding Teſtimony of its own Divine Ori- 

inal,and accordingly it has very much fuppreſs'd 
Vice and Immorality in all the Countries where'it 
has had a Footing : It has civiliz'd Nations,and re 
form'd the very Tempers of ics Profeſfors: Chri- 
ſtianity and Humanity has gone hand in hand in 
the World; and there is fo viſible a difference 
between the other Civiliz'd. Governments in the 
World, and thoſe who now are underthe'Pro- 
teſtant Powers, thar it carries its Eyidence in'it 


u 
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The Reformation, begun in England in the 
days of King Fdward the Sixth, and afterwards 
ploriouſly finiſhed by Queen Elizabeth , brought 
the Engliſh Nation'to ſuch a degree of Humanity; 
and Sobriety of Converſation, as we have reafon 
to doubt will hardly be ſcen again in our Age: + 

In King James the Firſt's time, the:Courr af- 
feting ſomething more of Gallantry and Gajety, 
Luxury got footing ; and Tweaty Years Feace, 
together with no-extraordinary Examples from 


the: 


; Eq] 

If it got footing in; Kiag Jomes the Firll's 
time, .it cook, a deep Root 1n the Reign of his 
Civil War, diſpers'd all. manner of Prophage- 
neſs. throughout the Kingdom. That Prince, 
though very Pious in his own Perſon and. Pra- 
Rice, had the Misfortune to be the firſt King of 
England, and perhaps in the whole. World, chat 
eyer eſtabliſh'd Wickednels by a Law : By what 


unhappy. Council, or ſecret il] Face, he was gui- | 


ded tot, is hard to deterthine; but-the Book of 
Sports, as it was called, that Book to. tolerate 
the Exerciſe of of-all ſorts of. Paſtimes. on the 
Lord's Day, tended maze to the vitiating the 


Practice of this Kingdom, as to keeping that Day, 


than all che Acts of Parliament, Proclamations, 
and Endeavours of future Princes have done, 
or perhaps ever will do, to reform it. 

And yet rhe People of England expreſs'd.a 
general ſort of Averſion to that Libercy ; aid 
ſome, as it glutted with too much Freedom, when 
the Reins of the Law were taken off, refuſed 
that Practice they allow'd themſelves in be- 
fore, | 


In 


WW 
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In the time of King'Charles the Second, Lewd. 
neſs and all mannex-of Debauchery arriy'd ar its 
Meridian :, The > Encouragement-it- had from 
the Prafice and, Allowance 'of -the- Court, is: an 
invincible Demonſtration how far-the Influence 
of our Governors extends ia-the Practice of the 
People, | "7 MOOT 1 yl | 

The preſent King'and his late Queen, whoſe 
Glorious Memory will be dear to. the Nation 
as long as the World ftands,. have had all this 
wicked Knot to-unravel. This was the farſt 
thing the Queen ſet upon while the. King was 
engaged in his Wars abroad: She firſt gave all 
ſorts of Vice a general Difcouragement; and 
on the contrary, rais'd the value'of Virtue, and 
Sobriety by her Royal Example. - The King 
having brought che War to a Glorious Conclu- 
101, and fetried an' Honourable Peace, in his 
wry fi-ft-Speech to his; Parliament. proclaims a 

ew War againſt Prophaneneſs and Immora- 

lity, and goes on alſo ro diicourage the Practice 
of it by the like, Royal Example. 
\. Thus the Work is begun nobly and regular- 
ly ; and. che Parliament, the General Repreſen- 
cative of the Nation, readily purſues it by en- 
acting Laws to ſuppreſs all manner of Pro- 
phanenels, &c. | 

Theſe are Great Things, and well improvd, _ 

B would 


s -<- 


would -give -an undoubred 'Overthrow''to' the 
Tyranny of Vice, and the Dominion. Prophane- 
neſs has uſurp'd inthe hearts of men.” 4 1h 
' But: we of the Plebzii find' our. ſelves juſtly 
aggriev'd in all this Work of Reformation ; and 
the Partiality of this Reforming Rigor makes 
the real Work impoſiible : Wherefore we find 
our ſelves forced to ſeek Redreſs. of opr- Grie- 
vances in the old honeſt way of Petitioning 
Heaven to relieve us: And in-the mean time, 
we ſolemnly Enter our Proteſtation againſt -all 
the Vicious Part of the Nobility and Gentry of 
the Nation; as follows: | 

Firſt, We Proteſt, "That we do not find -im- 
partially 'enquiring into the matter,and ſpeaking 
of Moral Gooodnelſs, that you are onejot berter 
than we are,your Dignities, Eſtates and Quality except- 
ed. '*'Tis true, we ate all bad enough, and we 


are willing in good Manners tg apree, that 


we are 'as wicked as you ; but! we cannot find 
on the-exaQteſt Scutiny, bue that 'in/the Com- 
monwealth of -Vice, the Devil has taken care 
to level Poor and Rich into -one Clafs;: ahd is 
fairly going on to make us all Graduates in the 
laſt degrece of Immorality. 
Secondly, We do not find tat all the Procla- 
mations, Declarations, and Acts of. Parliament 
yet made, have any. effeftive Power to puniſh you 
| : for 
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for: your lmmbfalices; as they do us,” Now; 
while »w. make Laws to puniſh as, and let your 


ſebres gd free, though guilcy of: the fame Vices 


and Immioralities, thoſe how are unjuſt and 


unequalin, chomlelves, - \190f 
-:5Ei9 toie,;/thesLaws: FR not exipadll 2 Liber- 

ty160 you and Punifhmeat to: us; and therefore 
the-King and: Partiament are free, -as Kiag and 
Patliament; from - this our Appeal; +but the 
Gentry and Magiſtrates of the Kingdorn, while 
they extcutgithole Lawsupon us the poor Com- 
rons,and themſelves practiſing the-fam+e Crimes, 
inxdefiance of the'Laws both bt? God-and Man, 
go unpuniſh'd ;'\This.is the Gfievance we: pro» 
teſt agaihit, as unjuſt and-unequal. |: - 

"Whesdfore, till the Nobility, Gentry; Juſtic 
ceo che Peace; and: Chi wiil be: pleaſed 
either-t6 reform their own Manners, and ſup» 
preſs their own Immoralities, or find our ſome 
Methodiahd Power impartially to puniſh them- 
ſelves; when-gnilty, -we humbly crave leave to 
abje&t again{t !ſetting -any Poor Man 1a ithe 
Stocks, or ſending; them to the Houle of: Cor- 
reion os: .lnmoralities, 'as the: maſt: Unequal 
and unjuſt way. of proceeding in tlie World. 

And now, Gentlemen, 

-» Thar:this- ProteRation may not. News a: lrele 

t00 on and 4 Breach of good Mariners to.our 
B 2 Superiors, 


T$I 


Superiors, we 'crave Leave to ſubjoin our hum- 
ble Appeal to:your ſelves; 'and willi for once, 
knowing you as Engliſh Gentlemen, -to be Men 
of Honour, make you Judges im your omn Caſe, 


Firſt, Gentlemen, We appeal to your ſelves,” 


whether. ever ic-be; likely. ro: perfe&t. the! Refor- 
mation-''of Manners in this Kingdom, withour 
you Whether Laws to:puniſh us, without your 


Example alfo to/influence us , will ever bring 


the'Work to pals. ; 7 ms 01 
The firſt Step from:a looſe vicieus' Pratice 
in- this. Nation; "was begun. by "King Edward the 
Sixth, _back'd by: a Reform'd Clergy, and a So- 
ber Nobility :- Queen Elizabeth carried it on. 
*T'was the Kings and the Gentry which firſt 
again degenerated from that ſtrict Obſervation 
of:Moral Virtues, .and from thence carried-Vice 
on to that degree it now appears in, From the 
| Eourt:Vice took its Progreſs into the Countrey ; 


and jn the Families of the Gentry and Nobility 


it harbour'd, till it took heart under their Pro- 
tection, and made a'general Sally into the Na- 
tio. ;; and We. the Poor Commons, who have 
been always eaſy to: be guided by the Example 
of our Landtords and Gentlemen, have really 
been debauch'd into Vice' by their Examples : 
And it muſt. be- the Example of you the Nobility and 
Gentry of> the Kingdom, thatmuſt put a Stop to 
TA t 
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the, Flood of Vice and Prophaneneſs which is 
broken in upon the Countrey , or .it will never 

be done. —D _ | 
| Our Laws againſt all manner of Vicious Pra- 
Aices.;are already very ſevere :. But Laws are 
uſeleſs infignificant things, it 'the Executive 
Power. which lies in the Magiſtrate be not ex- 
erted. The Juſtices of the Peace have the Power 
to puniſh, bur if they do not put forth that Power, 
tis all ong as if they had none at all : Some haye 
poſſibly exerted this Power ; but whereever it 
has been ſo pur forth, it has fallen upon us-the 
poor Commons : Theſe arejall Cobweb Laws, 
in which. the ſmall Flies are catch'd, and the 
great ones break through. My Lord-Mayor has 
whipt about the poor Beggars, and a few ſcan- 
dalous Whores have been ſent to the Houſe of 
Corre&ion ; ſome Alehouſekeepers and Vint- 
ners have been Fin'd for drawing Drink on the 
Sabbath-day ; but all this falls wpon us of the 
Mob, the poor Plebeii, as if all che Vice lay 
among us; for we do not find the Rich Drunkard 
carri'd before my Lord-Mayor, nor a Swearing 
Lewd Merchant Fin'd, or Set in the Stocks. The 
man With a Gold Ring and Gay Cloths, may Swear be- 
fore theJuſtice,or at the Juſtice ; may reel home 
through the open Streets,and no man take any no, 
| ET tIce'; 
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tice of itz but if a poor man get Jrunk,or ſwearan 
Oath, he muſt to the Stocks wirhout Remedy. | 
| Inthe ſecond place, We appeal toyour ſelves, 
Whether. Laws or Proclamations are Eapable of 
having any .Effe&t towards a Reformation* of 
Manners, while the very Benches'bf hr * ___ 
ces are infected with the {candalots"Vices of 
Swearing and Drunkennels ; while our Juſtices 
them(elyes ſhall puniſh a man for Drunkenneſs, 
with a God dann-him , ſet him in the Sto; Ahd 
if Laws and Proclamations are uſeleſs inthe 
Caſe, then they are good {for noching, and had 
as good be ler alone as publiſh'd. 

'Tis hard, Gentlemen, to be ouriſh's for: a 
Crime, by a man as ouilty as' our -ſelves ; and 
that the Figure a man makes in the World, muſt 
be the reaſon why he ſhall or ſha]Vnor be liable 
to a Law : This is really puniſhing menfor be: r 
ing poor, which is no Crimeat all; as a Thiet ; 
may be ſaid to be hang d, . not for the Fae, L 
bur: for being taken. | þ 

We further Appeal Fo) your ſelves: ; Genile- z 
men, to inform us, whether there'beny'particu- ; 
lar reaſon why you ſhould be allow'd the full 
Career of your coriupt Appetites, 'withour the p 
Reftrainr of. Laws,, while you your'ſchves agree 4 
that ſuch Offences Th\11b# punihafinus, and do 
really exccute the Law upon the Poor People, 

when 
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when brought before you for the ſame things, 
Wherefore, That the Work of Reformation of 
Manners may go on, and be brought to Perfe. 
&ton; toithe Glory of God, and the great Ho- 
nour of the King. and Parliament : That De- 
bauchery and Prophaneneſs, Drunkennefs, Who- 
ring, and all forts of Immoralities may be ſup- 


| prefſs'd, we humbly propole the Method which 


may effeCtually accompliſh lo great a Wotk. 
(1.) Thar the Gentry and Clergy, who are 
the Leaders of us poor ignorant people, and our 
Lights ereCted on high places to guide and'go- 
vern us, would in the firft place put a voluntary 
forte upon themſelves, and, effetually reform 
their own Lives, their way of Converſing "ial 
rheir common Behaviour among their Servants 


- and Neighbours. 


1. The Gentry. - They are the Original of 
the Modes, and Cuſtoms, and Manners of their 
Neighbours; - and their Examples in the Countries 
eſpecially are very moving, There are three ſe- 
veral Vices, which have the principal Manage- 
ment of the greateſt parc of Mankind, viz. 
Drunkennels, Swearing, and Whoting ; all of 
them very ill becoming a Gentleman, however 
Cuſtom may have made them Modith : Where 
none of theſe Three are in a Houſe, there 1s cer- 
rainly ſomething of a Plantation oi God 3n the 

Family : 


[12] 
Family ; for they are ſuch Epidemick, Diſtem- 


pers, that hardly Human Nature is entirely free 
from them. —- | 


1. Drunkenneſs, that brutiſh Vice; a Sin ſo. 


ſordid, and fo much a Force upon Nature, that 
had God Almighty enjoyn'd it a Duty, I believe 
many a man would have ventur'd the loſs of 
Heaven, rather than have perform'd it. The 
Pleaſure; of it ſeems to be ſo ſecretly: hid, that 
wild Heathen Nations know nothing of the mat- 
ter; tis only diſcoverd by the wile people of 
theſe Northern Countries, who are grown Pro- 
ficients in Vice, Philoſophers in Wickedneſs, who 
can extract a Pleaſure ro themſelves in loſing 
their Underſtanding, and make themſelves fick 
at heart tor their Diverſion. 

If the Hiſtory of-chis well-bred Vice was to be 
written, 'twould plainly appear that it begun 
among the Gentry, and from them was hand- 
ed down to the poorer ſoft, who ſtill love to be 
like their Betters. After the Reſticucion of King 
Charles the/ Second, when drinking the King's 
Health became the diſtin&tion between a Cava- 
lier and a Reundbead, Drunkennels began its Reign, 
and it has Reign'd almolt Forty Years: The 
Gentry careſs'd this Beaitly Vice at ſuch a Rate, 
that no Companion, no Servant was thought 
proper, unleſs he could bear a Quantity of 
| . Wine; 
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Wine And to this day 'tis added to the.Cln-. 
racer of a Man, as an additional Title, when 
you would \ peak well of him, He is an honeſt 
drunken Fellow ; as if his Drunkenneſs was a Re- 
commendation of his Honeſty. From the pra- 
ice of chis naſty Faculcy, our Gentlemen have - 
arriv'd to the teachiog of it; and char ic might 
be effectually prefervd tothe next Age, hive ve-, 
ry early inſtructed the Youth in ic. Nay, ſo. 


far has Cuſtom prevail'd, char the Top of. a 


Gentleman's Entertainment has been to rake 

his Friend diunk ; and the Friend is ſo much. re- 
conal dro it, char he takes that for the effc& of 
his Kindneſs, which he oug zht as,m ich to. be af- 

fronted at, as if he had kicked him down Stairs : 
Thus 'cis become a Science,; and bur that the 
Iaftruction proves ſocaſy, and the Youth ro. 
apt to learn, poſſibly we might have had a Col- 
ledge erected for it before now.. The further 
perfection of this Vice among the Gentry, will 
appear in cwo things ; that 'tis become the Sub- 
ject of-cheir Glory, and the way of expreſſing 
their Joy for any publick Bleſſing. Jack, ſaid a 
Gentleman of very high Qualicy; when after the 
Debate in the Houſe of Lords, King William was 
voted into the vacant Throne ; Jack, (ſays he) 
God dann ye Jack, 90 home to your [ady, and tell her 
we haye got a Proteſtant Aing and Queen ; and go 


«and 


L 14 ] 
art” make' a "Bonfire as big as a Houſe, and bid ihe 
Patler make ye all drunk, ye Dog : , Here was Sactis 
'ficing ro the Devil, for 'a Thankſgiving to God. 

Other Vices are committed as Vices, and 'men 
a@ them in private, and are willing to hide.them ; 
but Drunkennels they are ſofond of, that they” 
' will glory in it; 'boaft of-ir, arid endeiyour to, 
promote it 8s much- as poſiIbletn others: *Tis 
aCTriumph to a Champion of the Botcle, tore- 
peat how many Quarts of Wine'he has drank 
at a Ticting,” and how he made ſuch and. ſuch. 
honeſtFellows drunk. © Men. Lye and 4s fort 
and bide#and' ate aſhanPFd of it;, as indeg they - 
have reaſorr#8'do, ? Bur Drunkenneſs and Who- 
ring are Accompliſhmencs People value them- 
ſelves upon,repeat them with pleaſure, and affe 

a ſort of Airy in the Hiſtory ; are content all 
che World ſhould be' Witneſſes of. their Tntem- 
peratice, have made'the Crime a' Badge of Ho- 
n6ur to their Breedingiand introduce the praRtice 
as a Faſhion. And whoever gives himlelf the 
trouble co refle&t.on' thy! Cuſtom of oar Gencle- 
men in their Farmlies, encouraging and promo- 
ting this Vice of Drunkenneſs among the ppor 
'Commons, will not think ic a Scandal upon the 
Gentry of England, if welſay, That the Mode of 
drinking, as "tis now practiſed, hadits Original 
from the Practice of the' Conhtty Genticmen, 
and they again from the Court. [r 
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, It may be objected, and God' forbid, it ſhould 
nor, T hat there: are a great many of our Nabi- 
ity and Gentlemen, who are. Men of Honour 
and Men of Morals; and therefore this C harge 
is aot univerlal. To which we anſwer, *Tis 
uniyerſal for all that, becauſe thoſe very Genelg: 
men, though chey are negatively clear as ro the 
Commiſſion ot the Crimes we [peak of, yet are 
politively guiley,, in not executing that rower 


| the Law has-put into their hands, with an Im» 


partial Vigor. For where was that Gentleman or 


| Juſtice of the Peace everyet;found, whe-executed 


the, Terms gf che Law upon 4 Diuaken, SWeare 
ing, Lewd Gentleman, his Neighbour, but the 
Quality of che Perſon has been a Licenſe to the 
open Exercile of the worlt ,Cximes as if there 


were. any: Baranets,, Knighgs, qr. Squires in :the 


frext World; wha. becauſe, of 'thale\licle. teps 
Cuſtom had r2:led. them. on; higher than yheir 
Neighbours, ſhould be exempred fram the- Dis 
vine ” Ts, or that as Caprain Vrats laid, 
who. was Hing'd for Murth'ring E'quire' þ Foun 
God would wg thera ſage reſpect as by were. Gentlea 
men. (a - 'q 

, If there Were any reaſon why 2 Rich Mg 
ſhould. be permitted in the publick Exercite of - 
Gora [mmoralities,. and not- the-Poor Man; 
Res hing:mighs be aid Bur jt there beany gifs 


2 | ference 


I] 


W. : 5 
ference it lies the other way ; for the Vices of 
a Poor Man affect only himſelf ; but the Rich 
Man's Wickednels affects all the Neighbourhood, 


gives offence to the Sober, encourages and har- 


ders the Lewd, and quite overthrows the weak 


R<(olutions of ſuch as are but indifferently fix'd 
$1 their Virtue and Morality. If my own Watch 


goes falſe, it deceives 'me and none elſe ; but if the 


Town-Clock goes falſe, it deceives the whole Pariſh, 
The Gentry are the Leaders of the Mob; if they 
are Lewd and Drunken, the others ſtrive to imi- 
tate them ; if they Diſcourage Yice and Intem- 
perance, the other will not be ſo forward in it, 
nor ſo fond of it. | | 
To think then to effet a Reformation by 
Puniſhing the Poor, while the Rich ſeem to 
Enjoy a Charter for wickedneſs, is like taking 
away the Effe&; that the Cauſe may ceaſe. © © 
We ftnd ſome People very fond of Monopo- 
lizing a Vice, they would have all of it to 
themſelves ; they muſt, as my Lord Rocheſter 
ſaid of himſelf, Sin like a Lord; .lictle ſneaking 
Sins won't ſerve turn ; but they 'muſt be Lewd 


at a rate above the Common Size, to let the 


World fee they are capable of it. 


Our Laws ſeem to take no Cognizance of 
ſach, perhaps for the ſame reaſon that Lycurgus 


madenoLaw againſt Parricide, becauſe he would 


not 


1 


. om Oo—— . 
p NEIL COON J! To —_ oy $$.5% 
IST a Nu; M63 ALE ELRDY . 
6 dt Is b= ES _ 
. 


[ 17 ] 


not. have the. Sin named amiong his Citizens. 
. Now the Poor Man ſees no ſuch Dignity 1 in 
Vice, as to ſtudy Degrees; we are. downright 
in Wickedneſs , as we are in our Dealings ; if 
we are Drunk, * ris plain Drunkenneſs ; Swear- 
ing,and Whoring, is all Blunderbus wich us; we 
don'c affe& ſuch Niceties in our Converſation. 3 
and the Juſtices uſe us accordingly ; nothing 
but the Stocks, ' or the Houſe of CorieRtion Is 
the Caſe, when we are brought before them ; - 
but when our Maſters the. Gentlemen'come to. 
their Refin'd Practice, and Sin by the Rules of 
Quality, we find noching comes of it-butfalſe 
Heraldry,  the'Vice is puniſh'd by the Vice, and 
the Puniſhment” renews the Crime. 
The Caſe in ſhort is this; the Lewdneſs, 
Prophaneneſs, and Immorality of the Gentry, 
which is the main Caufe of the General De- 


| bauchery of the Kingdom, is not at-all coucht by, 


our Laws, asthey are now Executed; and while. 
it remains ſo; the Reformation of Manners can 
never be brought to pale, hor Prophaneneſs ang, 
Immorality Supprels'd ; and; therefore the Pi- 
niſhing the Poor diſtin&ly, is a Mock upon 
the good Deſigns of the King and Pirliament ;. 


an Actof Injuſtice upon them' to puniſh them, 


and ler others who are as guilty go. free ; and 


a fort of Cruelty too, in taking the advantage 
of 


L | 18. 
. of their Povert to make them. ſufft eCl 
they. ine ERIE E to purchaſe. TG WE 

' We haye. ſome weak Excuſes for this Matt 
which muſt be conſidered ; AE » 

(x). The Juſtice of che peaks! is a Paſſiv ve 
Magiſtrate, ll an laformation be brought be- 
fore him, and 1 1s Not to. take nofice olany thigg 
bur : as ir is faid i in Fact, and. broug ZE tO an. Aſh 
davit.,. Now if an A davit be bi before a 
Juſtice; that ſuch or ſuch a man'Swore, or was 
Drunk,hemuſt, he cangot avoid Fining him ; the 
Law. obliges kim 0 it, let, his Quilicy,be har 
it will; ſo that the DefeR js S,nNOt 13 the Law; gor 
in the Joffice, bur in the want o Information. 

(2). The Name of.an Evidence or Informer 
n ſo ſcandalous, that to attempt to inform againſt 

4 man for the moſt open, Breach of che : Laws, of 
Morality” is. enough to degnominate a man.,un- 
fit for Society ; ; a Rogue and.an [nformer are 
Synonimous in the Fatih + Acce -pcation k {o 
much is the real Detection of the. openeſt 
Crimes againſt God, and Civil. Government, 
Diſcourag ed- and. AFoided;. 


(3). The lmpollibilicy of az Gre, is _ and 
the Habic has ſo obtain Lupon all Mankin, that 
it ſeems twiſted with Human Nature, as an Ap- 
pendix to Natnral Frailry, which it is fiber 
0: ſeparare frofn: 13 | 


£3 nt 263 v3 11D 3 -101 
For 
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{ 24; FTirmhe,,. thecJuſtice ofthe Peace. is-in 
ſome 'reſpe&t a Paſſrve Magi/trate,and does not act 
but by macion bur ſuch Information would 
be brought if it -wereencouraged;; if Juſtices-of 
che Peace did: acquaintithemſelves with, their 
Naighbourhood , they would foon hear,jaf: the 
Immbralities of the Pariſh; 'ahd #;they did ijm- 
partially Execute the Law on ſuch.as offended, - 
without reſpe& of Perſon, they would ſgenthave 
an' Accomm: of iche Perſons: and Cirgy mMtances. 
Beſides, *tis not want of Informarian, , but want -+ 
of -pediſhing\-whicicthey have ln fotraation of; 
A'Popr Man informs againſt a: Great Mag :the 
Witneſs is dilcouraged, the man goes unpuniſh'g, . 

and the Poor Man gets the ſcandal of an afpr- 

me#5-and then 'tis+but:roo often! that gur -Jjp- 
ſtipesiafe nbrt menof extraordinary Morals ghenas 


 felvesy -and who. [hall Infarai:a; Juſtice of, the - 


Peace that ſuch a map $wore, when he may be - 
heard to Swear himfel{rras faſt. as another 2, or 
who {hal bring.a man before Juſtice for being 
Drank, when the Jultice:is ſa Drunk bamafelf, be 
carne? order. him .to be ſet inthe Stocks? - :.- 
" (2.) Befides , the Juſtice has a:-power to pH 
niſh any Fact he himfelt:ſces committed, and 
to-enquire tato any he-fieargof calually; ang if 
he will ſtand fill and ſee:thoſe ARts of Immors- 
| ity 
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lity committed before his Face, whaſhall bring 
a Poor Man before hirttics be puniſhed?" Thus I 
have heard a Thouſand horrid\Oaths' (worn on a 
Bowling-Green, in the preſence-of a Jultice of 
the Peace, 'and-he'rake:no notice. of it,. and go 
home the next hour; and:ſet a:man' in the Kocks 
for beiog-Drunk. to nou oo ne eg 

TAS to the Scandal of Informing, : *t*-an Error 
in 'Cuftom ; and a great Sin agaioft Juſtice ; "ris 
neceflary indeed that all Judgment ſhould be 
according to Evidence,” and to diſcourage Evi- 
deace, is to 'dilcourage Juſtice ; bu that a man' 
inTrfalof the Moralicy of bis Neighbour, ſhould 
be aſhamed to appear, muft have ſome parti- 
cular Cauſe. E204 

*((4.) It proceeds from the Modiſhneſs of the 
Vice ;'/it has'ſo obtain'd upon mens Practices, 
chat co appear againſt what almoſt, all men ap: 
prove, ſeems malicious, ' and has a certain pro- 
ſpe& either of Revenge, or of a Mercenary 
Wretch, that Informs meerly to get a Reward. 
*Tis true, if no Reward be plac'd upon an In- 


formation, no man will take the trouble ; and 


again, if too great a Reward, Men of Honour 
ſhun the ching, becauſe they ſcorn the Fee ; and 
to Inform meerly for the Fee, has ſomething of 
2a Riaſcalin it-coo; and from theſe Reaſons ariles 
the backwardneſs of the People. 
4 The 
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The very ſame Rich men we ſpeak of are the 
perſons who diſcourage the Diſcovery of Vice, 
by ſcandalizing the Informer ; a man that is an 
thing of a Gentleman ſcorns jt, and the Poor ſtill 
Mimick the Humour of the Rich, and hate an 
Informer as they do the Devil, 'Tis ſtrange the 
Gentlemen ſhould be aſham'd to detec the 
Breach of thoſe Laws, which they were. noc 
aſham'd to make; but the very Name of an 
Informer has gain'd ſo black an Idea in the minds 
of People, becauſe ſome who have made a Trade 
of Informing againſt People for Religion, have 
misbehaved themſelves, that truly *twill be hard 
to bring any man cither of Credit or Qualkeys co 


attempt it. 
But the main thing which makes our Gentle: 


men backward in the proſecution of Vice, is their 


practiſing the ſame Crimes themſelves, and they 
have ſo much wicked Modeſty and Generofity in 
them , being really no Enemies to the thing it 
ſelf, chat they cannot with-any ſort of freedom 
puniſh in others, what they practiſe themſelves. 
In the Times of Executing the Laws againſt 
Diflſenters, we found a great many Gentlemen 

very Vigorous in proſecuting their Neighbours ; 
they did not ftick to appear in Perſon to diſturb 
Meetings, and demoliſh the Meeting: Houſes , 
and rather than fail, would be Informers them- 
D ſelves ; ; 
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ſelves ; the reaſon was becauſe they had alſo a 


\ diſlike to the think ; but we never found a Dif- 


ſenting Gencleman, or Juſtice of the Peace for- 
ward to do thus, becauſe they approved of it. 
Now were our Gentlemen and Magiftrates real 
Enemies to the Immoralicies'of this Age , did 


they: really hace Drunkenneſs as a Vice, rhey 


would be forward and zealous to root the pra- 
Etice of it out of the Neighbourhood, they would 
not be backward or aſham'd to dete& Vice, to 
diſturb Drunken Aſſemblies, to diſperſe thoſe 
Plantations of Leachery , the Publick Bawdy- 
Houſes, which are almoſt as openly allowed as 
the Burdelloes in Traly. They would be willing 
to have all ſorts of Vices Suppreſsd, and glory 
in putting their hands to the Work ; they would 
not be aſham'd roappear in the dereing Debau- 
chery , nor afraid co embroil themſelves with 
their Rich Neighbours. *Tis Guilc of the ſame 
Fat which makes Connivance, and till that 
Guilt be removed, the Gentlemen of England 
neither will, nor can indeed with any kind of 
| Honour put their hands to the work of Reform- 
ing it in their Neighbours. 

But [ think 'tis ealy to make it appear that 
this difticulty of Informing may be removed, and 
there need not be much occaſion for that Scan- 
dalons Employment. 

*T'is 
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— *'Tis4a the power of the Gentry of Englanf 
to Reform the whole Kingdom without eithe* 
Laws,: Proclamations, or Informers ; and with” 
out their Conquirence, all the Laws, Proclas 
mations, and- Declarations in the World will 
have no Effe&; the Vigour of the Laws con- 
ſifts in; their Executive Power ; Ten thouſand 
Acts .of Parliament ſignify no more than One 
fingle' Proclamation, unleſs the Gentlemen, in 
whoſe hands the Execution of thoſe Laws is 
placed:, rake care to ſee them duly made uſe 


_ of; aud chow can Laws be duly Executed, 


bur by an Impartial Diſtribution of equal. Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, without regard to the 
Quality and Degree of the Perſons 2 - The Laws 
puſh on the Juſtices now , and they rake care 
to go" no faſter than :they ate driven ; but 
would. the Juſtices puſh en: the Laws, Vice 
would flee before thema as Duſt in the Wind, 
and Inmaralities would be ſoon Supprefs'd ; 
but: it can never be expected that the Magi- 
rates ſhonld puſh on the Laws to a free Sup- 
preſfion of Immoralities, till they Reform them- 
4el ves,and ther Great Neighbours Reform c&em- 
ſelves, that there may be none'to puniſh who are 

too big for the Magiſtrate to venture upon. 
Would the Gentry of England decry the Mo- 
diſhneſs of Vice by their own Practice ; would 
D 2 they 
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they daſh it out of Countenance by diſowning | 
it ; that Drunkeneſs and Oaths might once come 
into diſeſteem, and be out of Faſhion, and a man 
be valued the" leſs for them ; that he that will 
: Swear, and be Druak, - ſhall be counted a Rake, 
and not fit for a Gentleman's Company: This 
would do more to Reforming the reſt of Mane 
kind, than all the Puniſhments the Law can in- 
flict; the Evil encrealed by Example, and:muſt 
be ſuppreſs'd the ſame way. If the Gentry 
were thus Reform'd, their Families would: be 
ſo roo: No Servant would be Entertain'd, no 
Workman Employ'd, no:Shopkeeper would be 
Traded with by a Gentleman, bur ſuch as like 
themſelves, were Sober and Honeft'; a- Lewd, 
Vicious, Drunken Footman muſt Reform or Starve, he 
would getno Service ; a'Servant once” tutn'd a- 
way for his Intemperance, would be entertain'd 
by. no: body elſe; a-Swearmg Debauch'd: Labourer 
or Workman muſt Reform, or no body would Employ 
him;- the Drunken ijwhoring Shopkeeper: muſt 
grow Sober, or loſe all his Cuſtomers and be 
Undone. Intereſt and good Manners would Re- 
form us of the: poorer ſort, there would be no 
need of the Stocks or Houſes-of Corre&ion ; we 
fhould be ſober of cour ſe, becauſe we ſhould be all Beo- 
gars elſe 5 and he that lov'd vis Vice fo' dearly as 
to purchaſe.it-with- the loſs of his. Trade or Em- 
ployment, 
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ployment, would ſoon ,grow too poor for his Vice, 
and be forced to leave it by bis own Neceſſities ; there 
would be no need of Informers , a Vicious 
Fellow would be preſently Nororious, he would 
be the Talk. of the Town, every one would 
flight and ſhun him for fear of being thoughe 
like him by being ſeen in his Company ; he 
would expoſe himſelf, and would be puniſh'd 
as unpitied as a Thief. 

So that in ſhort, the whole Weight of this 
Bleſſed Work of Reformation lies on the ſhoul- 
ders of the Gentry ; they are the Cauſe of our 
Defe&ion, which being taken away, the Effe& 
would:ceaſe of courſe, Vice would grow Scan- 
dalous, and all Mankind would be aſham(d of it. 

(2.) The Clergy allo ought not to count 
themſelves exempted in this matter, whole Lives 
have been, and in ſome places ſtill are fo Vici- 
ous and fo looſe, that *ris-well for England we 
are not ſubje& to be much Prieſt- ridden. 

"Tis a range thing how it ſhon'd be other- 
wiſe thanit is with us the poor Commonalty, . 
when the Gentry our Patern, and the Clergy 
our Teachers, are as Immoral as we. And 
then to confiderthe Coherence of the thing ; the 
Parſon preaches a thundering Sermm againſt Drunken- 
neſs, and the Juſtice-of Peace ſets my poor Neighbour 
iu the Stocks , and 1 am like to be much the better for- 
either; . 
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either, when 1 know perbaps that this ſame Parſon and 
this ſame Juſtice were both Drunk together but the 
Night before. | - 
-\:Jtimay be true, for ought we know, that a 
Wicked Parſon may make a good Sermon ; and 
the Spaniſh Proverb, may be crue of the Soul as 
well as the Body, If the Cure be but wrought , let the 
Dewil be the Door ; but this does not take with 
the downright ignorant People in the Country ; 
- 2 poor Man gets Drunk in a Country Ale-houle, 
Why, are you not aſhamd to be ſuch a Beaſt , ſays a 
good honeſt Neighbour to him the next day ? Aſham'd, 
fays ithe Fellow ! Why ſhould I be aſham'd ? 
Why, there was Sir Johi=—— and Sir Robert----- 
andthe Parſon, and they were all as Drunk as 
I. And why a Beaſt, Pray ? 1 heard Sir Robert 

faq, That. | 

He #hat Drinks leaft, - 

Drinks moſt like a Beaſt. 

A Vicious Parſon that preaches well, but 
lives ill;,may belike an unskilful Horſeman, who 
opens a Gate on the wrong fide, and lets other 
Folks through, but ſhuts himſelf out. This 
may be poſlible, but'ic ſeems moft reaſonable 
to think they are a means'by that fort of living 
to hinder both themſelves and others; and 
'would the Gentry and Clergy of England but 
look back a litcleon the Guilt that really lies 
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TP 
on them, as Gentlemen by whoſe Example fo 
great a part of Mankind has been led into, and 
encouraged in the Progreſs of Vice, they would 
find 'Matter of very ſerious refleftion. 
This Article of the Clergy may ſeem to lie 


.1n the power of their Superiors to refify, and 


therefore may be ſomething more feaſible than 
the other; but the Gentry who are Sui juris, 
can no way be reduced but by their own vo- 
luntary praftice. Weare in England exceeding- 
ly govern'd by Modes and Cuſtoms. The 
Gentry may effeftually Suppreſs. Vice , would 
they but pur it out of Faſhion'; but co Supprels 
it by Forceſeems impoſſible. 
The Application of this rough DoCtrine is in 
ſhort both to the Gentry and Clergy , Phyſicians 
Heal your ſelves ; if you will leave off your - 
Drunkenneſs and Lewdneſs firſt, if we do not 
follow you, then ſet us in the Stocks, and ſend 
us to the Houle of Correction, and puniſh us 
as you pleaſe; if you will leave off Whorin 
firſt, then Brand us in the Foreheads, or Tran(- 
port or Hang us for Farnication or Adultery, 
and you are welcome ; but to preach againſt 
Drunkenneſs immediately after an Evening's 
Debauch ; to Correct a poor Fellow for Swear- 
ing with the yery Vice in your Mouths ; thele 


are the unjuſteſt ways in the World, and have 
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-in themſelves no manner of tendency towards 
the Reformation of Manners, which is the true 
Deſign of the Law. | 
"Tis acknowledg'd there are in England a great 
many Sober , Pious, Religious Perſons, both 
among the Gentry and Clergy, and *tis hoped 
{uch cannot think themſelves Libell'd or ln- 
jur'd in this Plea ; if there were not, Laws 
would never have been made againſt thoſe Vi- 
ces, for no men make Laws to puniſh themſelves ; 
'tis defign'd to refle&t upon none but ſuch as are 
Guilty, and on them no farther than to put them 
in mind how much the Nation owes its preſent 
Degeneracy to their folly, and how 'much it is 
in their power to Reform it again by their Ex- 
ample ; that the King may not publiſh Pro- 
clamations, nor the Parliament make Laws to 
no purpoſe ; but that we might live in England 
once more like Chriſtians, and like Gentlemen, 
to the Glory. of God, and the Honour of the 
| Preſent King and Parliament, who ſo publickly 
have attempted the great Work of Reformati- 
on among us, though hitherto to fo little pur- 
pole, 
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